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Public service
• A service which is provided by government to people living within its 

jurisdiction, either directly (through the public sector) or by financing private 
provision of services” 

Service design Berlin

• Includes
• Government agencies (local to national)
• Non-profit organizations 
• Educational institutions 
• Family/health services 
• Emergency services 
• Other social services 
• Legal services 
• Etc



Public service: a noble career



Approach job search like a researcher

• Do your homework

• Give it time 

• Establish Connections, learn from the experiences of others 



What is your preferred career path?

The job that matches your interest

• Type of job/sector 

• Type of institution

• Geographic location, 

• Family considerations (spouse, childcare, other …)

• Health considerations (availability of services) 

• Workplace climate



Jobs post-PhD

http://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2015/what-the-heck-do-you-do-with-
a-ph-d-in-the-biomedical-sciences/



Career Choices 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03459-7



Nation Science Foundation



Harvard Career Services



What do employers want from you?
In addition subject matter expertise, focus on skills

• Strategic thinking 

• Quick learner

• Problem solving skills 

• Communication skills (written and oral) 

• Analytical skills 

• Teamwork skills 

• Goal oriented (& meets deadline) 

• Adaptive/adaptable to change 

• Leadership, mentoring, and management experience 







PhD 
career 
fields

University of Chicago, myCHOICE program


